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Shropshire and Wrekin Fire and Rescue Authority
Strategy and Resources Committee
30 January 2020

Financial Performance to December 2019

Report of the Treasurer
For further information about this report please contact James Walton, Treasurer, on
01743 258915 or Joanne Coadey, Head of Finance, on 01743 260215.

1 Purpose of Report

This report provides information on the financial performance of the Service,
and seeks approval for action, where necessary.

2 Recommendations
The Committee is asked to recommend that the Fire Authority:

a) Note the position of the revenue budget;

b)  Approve virements to the revenue budget, where requested,

c) Approve proposed changes to the current capital programme, and
d) Note performance against prudential indicators to date in 2019/20.

3 Background

This report presents a review of financial performance to date for 2019/20,
and covers the monitoring of revenue budgets and the review of treasury
management activities, including prudential indicators.

4 Revenue Budget

Monitoring has continued on the revenue budgets for 2019/20, and a
summary of the budget by individual service areas is attached as an
appendix. The position to December can now be reported with exceptions
identified shown in the following table:
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(Over) /
Under
spend
£000

% of
Budget

Service Delivery

Area Command - On call staff

Projected spend to the end of the year has been
reviewed:

National Insurance

Attendance

Pension contributions

Turnouts

Drill Hours

A reduction in claims for turnouts and attendances by on
call staff is due, in the main to several stations
implementing a locally managed shift system at
weekends. This shift system has enabled on call staff to
improve their work/life balance whilst still maintaining
their contractual obligation. This also ensures that
during the hours of high availability (weekends) staffing
levels remain as close to optimum as is possible with
such a flexible system.

Pensions budgets will be refreshed again to incorporate
increases in employer contributions

53
21
(34)
46
23

39%
42%
(6%)
15%
31%

Executive and Resources

Utilities — net savings across electricity and gas have
been identified, these will continue to be monitored as
year end adjustments are made

Contract Cleaning - Costs of the current contract is
lower than budgeted

Income — budget adjustment following closure of
SFRMS

27

23

(50)

12%

55%

(100%)

Corporate Services

Ill health pensions — additional payments required for
historical tax refunds to pensioners. Itis proposed that
this is transferred from the Pensions Reserve

Injury pensions — pensions and compensation
payments to existing pensioners will exceed budgeted
levels

(41)

(30)

(36%)

(22%)
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(Over) /

Under % of
spend | Budget
£000

ICT — the introduction of the FSR on call availability

system, and the associated improvements to enable (100) (9%)

activity claims to be submitted for payment, have led to

increased costs in this area. Costs have also increased

in a number of systems maintenance contracts. The

ICT Reserve will be used to cover these costs during

20/21, while a review is carried out across the budget as

whole

Pay and Price Contingency — funds were brought 228 -

forward from the General Fund in 2018/19 to cover

potential back pay of the 2018 firefighter pay award —

this is not required

Total 166

Variances and additional expenditure within the limits of delegated powers
include (£6k) for staff survey feedback presentation costs and (£4k) for

workshops diagnostic software.

It is proposed that, unless specified, variances will be transferred to individual
contingencies, where they will be managed with future variances.

Capital Programme

The Committee will receive a capital update report on this meeting’s agenda.
The report details changes in two of the Service’s capital schemes that require

a change to be approved.

a) Major Incident Room — it is recommended that this scheme is formally
closed, as officers are now equipped with mobile devices and improved
access to information that enables them to work dynamically

b) Building Improvements at Tweedale — the Committee received an
update last year regarding this scheme to address the drill tower, the drill
yard and the appliance bay doors. Entrust have identified a reinforced
rendering scheme which will prevent further bricks falling from the tower.
This work, together with the provision of a line safety training balcony
and resurfacing of the drill yard can be completed with an additional
£40,000 of capital funding. Members are asked to recommend that the

scheme is increased to accommodate this change.
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2019/20 Prudential Indicators

In line with CIPFA’s Prudential Code for Capital Finance, the Treasurer is
required to establish procedures to monitor performance against all forward
looking prudential indicators and, in particular, that net external borrowing
does not (except in the short term) exceed the requirement to borrow for
capital purposes.

The Fire Authority has established that it will receive regular monitoring
reports during the year; the position to the end of December is shown below.

Capital Financing Requirement (£3.595m)

This is the amount required by the Authority to fund its capital investment.
This includes all capital investment expected to be made this year, less any
contributions from revenue or grant.

Authorised Limit for External Debt (£6.595m)

The Authorised Limit represents the amount required to fund the Authority’s
capital financing, plus a provision for temporary borrowing, should the receipt
of revenue money be delayed, although this should happen very rarely.
Borrowing currently stands at £5.698m, well within the indicator. No
temporary borrowing has been necessary.

Operational Boundary (£5.698m)

The Boundary represents the capital investment entered into by the Authority,
including any loans to be taken during the year. Unlike the Authorised Limit,
this may be exceeded, although this would require some investigation.

Current Investments

Funds currently invested are shown below:

Coventry City Council £2.0m
Santander £2.0m
Handelsbanken £2.0m
Barclays £2.0m
Lloyds £2.0m
Coventry Building Society £1.0m
Thurrock Council £1.6m
Blaenau Gwent £2.0m
Cornwall Council £2.0m
Nationwide Building Society £2.0m
London Borough of Hounslow £2.0m
Total £20.6m
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The Authority’s Treasury advisors view other local authorities as safe
counterparties as they are unlikely to go bust.

Handelsbanken is a Swedish bank which remains on the Authority’s current
acceptable counterparties list for investment.

The Authority’s Treasury advisors view other local authorities as safe
counterparties as they are unlikely to go bust.

The interest on investments earned to the end of December is £145,800 — an
average rate of return of 0.79%.

Financial Implications
The financial implications are as set out in the main body of the report.
Legal Comment

There are no direct legal implications arising from this report.

Initial Impact Assessment

An Initial Impact Assessment has been completed.
Appendices

Appendix — Revenue Budget Directorate Summary
Background Papers

There are no background papers associated with this report.
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